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I'tMEDIATELY

UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATORS, FACULTY
WELCOME NET' STUDENTS TO UM
MISSOULA-University of Montana President Robert T. Pantzer encouraged about 2,000 new UM
freshmen Monday to pursue extracurricular as well as academic projects during their
university careers.
Pantzer addressed a standing-room-only crowd during the president’s convocation for new
students in the University Theater.
Directing his remarks to the new students, Pantzer said, "You have more freedom now
than you have ever had."

lie added that this freedom means the right to nursuc academic

work.
He said of second importance is student particination in affairs out of the classroom.
"Have a great deal of fun," Pantzer urged the students.
"Many of you will succeed as have alumni before you," Pantzer added,
reasons students should want an education are numerous.

lie said the

Emphasizing one of the reasons,

he aaid, "You’re doing this for your own kids, who will be sitting out there 20 years from
now*"
Benjamin B. Briscoe Jr. of Croat Falls, the 1969-70 nresident of the Associated
Students at UM, said, "Don’t be afraid to become involved in University Life."
Briscoe described the student-faculty committees at UM as opportunities for "some
of the most exciting activities at UM."
In another Orientation Week assembly, Pantzer and Briscoe joined other University
representatives in welcoming parents of new freshmen and transfer students to the Missoula
campus.
more
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Pantzer said that about 400 faculty members with about 400 supporting staff members
are concerned not only about a student's academic environment, but about his housing,
feeding, health, recreation and counseling needs.
Dr. William 0. Craig, UM academic vice-president, told his audience the UM teaching
staff is well prepared to fulfill the three functions of the University--teaching,
research and service to society.
"Today's students are insisting on relevance of their learning to society," Craig
said.

"Also they want to learn to think abstractly without looking at their education

solely as a means to getting a job."
Andrew C. Cogswell, dean of students, said, "Today's student is hard-working and
concerned about personal and civil rights and pollution of his environment."

He said

that this year at UM, "We'll probably see women demanding more changes in dormitory
regulations
Dr. K. Ross Toole, professor of history, said, "Throughout history, political, religious
commercial and social groups have tried to misuse the university for their own purposes."
He added that militant student groups have "invariably misunderstood the role of the
university."
Toole said the true idea of a university is a place where students, in a unique
academic context, develop attitudes of "intelligent scenticism" aside from utilitarian
goals.

He added that in 76 years, UM has graduated more than 25,000 students.

